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Serving our churches and our pastors to
multiply God’s Kingdom.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT – EFCA
8089 Sandsmere Drive

Colorado Springs, CO. 80908
Phone – 719-453-8369

 
www.rockymountaindistrict.org

 
SUPERINTENDENT
Rev. Barry Vegter 

 MULTIPLICATION & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Rev. Kevin Boaz

 
MINISTRY CONSULTANTS:

Carson Greenhaw                       Student Ministries
Mark Vaporis                                    Credentialing

DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM
 

Rev. Todd Erlandson                     Grace Fellowship, Cortez, CO
District Chairman

Rev. Neil Magnuson                               Crossroads, Custer, SD
District Vice Chairman

Rev. David Williams                   New Hope EFC, Cedaredge, CO
Secretary

Rex Smithgall                          Mountain View EFC, Greeley, CO
Treasurer

Rev. Kevin Boaz                  Magnify EFC, Colorado Springs, CO
Rev. Ben Green                              Rimrock EFC, Rapid City, SD
MeLissa Houdmann             Magnify EFC, Colorado Springs, CO
Rev. Andrew Johnson        Living Hope EFC, Grand Junction, CO
Rev. Brian Sharpe                Magnify EFC, Colorado Springs, CO

CHURCH PLANTING TEAM

Rev. Kevin Boaz                   Magnify EFC, Colorado Springs, CO
Rev. Francisco Mendez    Vida Nueva Para Denver, Centennial, CO
Rev. Erik Valenzuela                     Iglesia El Camino, Aurora, CO



Pi lgr im Church EFCA is  a  neighborhood church founded on the his tor ic  Chris t ian Gospel—Christ  centered and
cross focused—with the pr imary purpose of  making Jesus known to our neighbors in the E lyr ia ,  Swansea ,  and
Globevi l le  neighborhoods of  Denver .

The church was organized Thursday ,  August  12 ,  1880 by the Congregat ional  Miss ions Board and star ted as a
Sunday School  outreach in a  large tent  on the property where the Denver Col iseum is  current ly  located ( I -70
at  Br ighton B lvd . )  As the story goes ,  when the large tent  b lew over  and was severely damaged in the winter  of
1881 ,  the emerging and dedicated congregat ion bui l t  a  chapel .  The chapel  was moved to i ts  present  locat ion in
1890.  The “New Room” was added to the South s ide of  the Sanctuary and then both were remodeled in the
summer of  1898.  Dur ing the summer of  1915 ,  the parsonage was bui l t  and the church basement was dug out
and completed.  P i lgr im began as a  Sunday School  outreach and grew into a  conservat ive congregat ion with the
desire to procla im the his tor ic  Chris t ian gospel  to the g lory of  God.

John Tobin and Bet ty  Cram contacted Denver Seminary in the winter  of  2006 looking for  a  Pastor .  The Provost
Dean ,  Dr .  Randy McFar land ,  contacted me and asked i f  I  would consider  meet ing with P i lgr im’s  leadership .  My
wife Karen and I  began a ser ies of  meet ings wi th the leadership of  P i lgr im.  As they say ,  the rest  is  his tory!  In
2007 ,  I  formal ly  accepted P i lgr im’s  ca l l  to  be their  next  pastor .  P i lgr im then became a member of  the EFCA in
2010 and soon af ter ,  I  t ransferred my ordinat ion credent ia ls  to the EFCA Rocky Mountain Distr ic t .  Both P i lgr im
Church and I  were accepted into the EFCA a few years  af ter  meet ing Cary Schnur and host ing severa l  outreach
events  wi th Pastor  Bruce Duel l ,  Pastor  of  Ancient  Paths Church Network .  Cary and Pastor  Bruce are dear
fr iends .  

There were four  chal lenges that  shaped the ministry  of  P i lgr im Church through her  long history .  The f i rs t
chal lenge was the c lergy sent  to P i lgr im from a seminary that  harbors l ibera l -modernist  theology ,  second ,  the
loss of  anchor businesses in E lyr ia ,  Swansea ,  Globevi l le ,  and Montbel lo neighborhoods ,  th i rd ,  the resul tant
cr ime and f inancia l  problems as the neighborhoods deter iorated ,  and fourth ,  the more recent  COVID
restr ic t ions .  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 .
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HISTORIC MINISTRY IN  THE  INNER CITY
Robert  Qu intana

PREACH 
THE WORD;
 BE  READY 
IN  SEASON
 AND OUT

 OF  SEASON. . .

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XZpI8OgW9xU


From her launch ,  P i lgr im’s  congregat ion was conservat ive and bel ieved in the
histor ic  Gospel  but  much later ,  in  the 1970 ’s ,  the wing of  Congregat ional ism that
had championed modern theology sent  a  succession of  l ibera l  ministers  which
hindered the evangel ica l  ministry  of  P i lgr im Church.  Whi le  the ministers  sent  to
Pi lgr im were spur ious ,  severa l  founding fami l ies  kept  a l ive the fa i th once
del ivered to the saints .  Some of  those who fought  against  the onslaught  of
compromise were Cram,  Damian ,  Tobin ,  Sa l lee ,  and Mann;  some of  whom remain
with P i lgr im to this  day whi le  others  are enjoying their  heavenly rest .  
  
While wrest l ing with a  rapid succession of  unorthodox ministers ,  P i lgr im Church
also had to meet  the chal lenge of  a  changing neighborhood due to the departure
of  severa l  key businesses that  employed severa l  hundred neighborhood
residents .  Large businesses l ike Oscar  Meyer (Cudahy) ,  Eaton Meta l ,  and Bar  S
Packing Houses ,  le f t  the surrounding neighborhoods .  Long term residents  began
to move ,  their  houses becoming renta ls .  Other  socio-economic factors  began to
erode the neighborhood and P i lgr im Church decided “ to preach the word;  be
ready in season and out  of  season;  reprove ,  rebuke ,  exhort ,  wi th great  pat ience
and instruct ion”  (2  T imothy 4 :2 -8 ) .  Further ,  P i lgr im Church is  dedicated to the
great  commission.  Jesus said ,  “Go therefore and make disc ip les of  a l l  the nat ions ,
bapt iz ing them in the name of  the Father  and the Son and the Holy Spir i t ,
teaching them to observe a l l  that  I  commanded you;  and lo ,  I  am with you a lways ,
even to the end of  the age”  Matthew 28 : 18-20 .
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HISTORIC MINISTRY IN  THE  INNER CITY
Cont inued  f rom page  2 .

Robert  and  Karen  Qu intana  have  been  serv ing  P i lgr im Church  s ince  2007 .

GO
THEREFORE
AND MAKE
DISCIPLES

OF ALL
NATIONS

BAPTIZ ING
THEM IN

THE NAME
OF THE

FATHER AND
THE SON
AND THE

HOLY
SPIRIT . . .
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We came to Denver in 1988 to minister  in the inner c i ty  of  Denver under the Evangel ica l  Free
Church.  Our church is  ca l led Ancient  Paths .  The headquarters  of  the EFCA said we needed to reach
our inner c i t ies  in America and we fe l t  the ca l l  to  minister  to the urban/ethnic  poor in the US.  They
are of ten a forgotten group in our country .  We have worked with the physica l ly  and menta l ly
disabled ,  s ingle Moms ,  youth in the inner c i ty ,  and the e lder ly  who have l i t t le  to no fami ly  support  in
government subsidized housing.

Also ,  Karen has had the opportuni ty  to work with immigrants  through her  former job in Denver Publ ic
Schools .  Fami l ies  came from 64 di f ferent  countr ies  and speak over  40 di f ferent  languages .  Her  home
vis i ts  were touching as she learned about  var ious fami l ies  exper iencing war and starvat ion.

I t  has been a wonderful  exper ience to see those who have been 'neglected '  or  ' forgot ten '  come to
know Jesus and f ind hope and love in the name of  Jesus!  We have been so blessed by our support ing
churches that  have helped in so many ways .  Some of  our  youth have come to know Jesus through
camps and youth groups .  Many have helped with school  suppl ies  for  fami l ies  and food.   

We have a lso partnered with Robert  Quintana to reach out  to fami l ies  in the inner c i ty  through
Summer Miss ions where our support ing churches have come and volunteered to reach out  wi th us!
We are b lessed beyond measure and so very thankful  for  God 's  grace!

MINISTRY IN  THE  INNER CITY
Bruce  and  Karen  Due l l



A Quarterly Publication of the Rocky Mountain District of the Evangelical Free ChurchDesp i te  hundreds  o f  thousands  o f  miss ionar ies  be ing  sent  and  hundreds  o f
mi l l ions  o f  do l lars  be ing  spent ,  evange l i s t ic  growth  around  the  wor ld  has  not
been  keep ing  up  wi th  popu lat ion  growth .  Those  who  c la im to  be  Chr is t ian  by
any  def in i t ion  dec l ined  f rom around  33% of  the  wor ld ’ s  popu lat ion  in  1900
to  about  31% by  2000.  A  recent  s tudy  in  Canada  revea led  that  those  who
would  ca l l  themselves  Chr is t ian  dec l ined  f rom 77% in  2001 to  just  53% by
2021 .

Yet ,  there  i s  hope .  The  Lord  i s  mul t ip ly ing  smal l  house  churches  among
groups  o f  prev ious ly  unreached ,  res is tant  peop les  in  an  astound ing  way .

Accord ing  to  the  Center  for  the  Study  o f  G loba l  Chr is t ian i ty ,  between  1990
and 2020,  smal l  house  churches  grew in  number  four  t imes  faster  than  any
other  segment  o f  the  Chr is t ian  popu lat ion .  One  network  o f  mul t ip ly ing  house
fe l lowsh ips ,  w i th  which  I ’m connected ,  susta ined  an  average  annua l  growth
rate  o f  near ly  70% every  year  f rom 2006 unt i l  2020.  The  pandemic  resu l ted
in  the  death  o f  hundreds  o f  the i r  leaders .  D isc ip lesh ip  and  leadersh ip
deve lopment  was  a lso  impacted  by  COVID t rave l  rest r ic t ions .  But  even
through  the  pandemic ,  th is  network  has  recorded  near ly  30% average  annua l
growth .  Would  we  not  l ike  to  be  ab le  to  invest  our  ret i rement  funds  at  that
rate  o f  return?
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WORLD EVANGELISM:  THERE IS  HOPE!
Dick Grady ,  E lder ,  Magni fy  EFC ,  Colorado Spr ings ,  CO

What  accounts  for  th is  growth? There  are  many  factors .  But  here  are  a  few that  I  constant ly  observe :
Passionate unceasing prayer:  I  was  chatt ing  wi th  a  movement  leader  f rom Western  Afr ica  and  asked  h im to  descr ibe  h is
prayer  l i fe .  I t  s tar ted  ear ly  in  the  morn ing  wi th  extended  t imes  o f  persona l  prayer .  He  then  gathered  wi th  h is  leadersh ip  team
for  another  hour  o f  prayer .  He  has  severa l  spec i f ic  t imes  dur ing  the  day  at  which  he  s tops  what  he  i s  do ing  to  engage  in
conversat ion  wi th  the  Father .  He  then  gathers  wi th  h is  team aga in  each  even ing  for  an  hour  o f  prayer .  Th is  l i festy le  o f  prayer  i s
typ ica l  o f  the  leaders  throughout  these  movements .
Bold Continuous Evangel ism:  A  movement  leader  f rom Southeast  As ia  shared  that  she  had  shared  the  gospe l  persona l ly  wi th
about  a  hundred  o f  her  c losest  ne ighbors .  Th is  same leader  was  lead ing  two d i f ferent  house  churches  on  Sunday  and  other  house
churches  f i ve  other  n ights  dur ing  the  week  whi le  work ing  fu l l - t ime to  support  her  fami ly .
Simple tools  producing obedient disciples:  
Many of  these  house  churches  use  a  seven-quest ion  model  for  d isc ip lesh ip .  Every  t ime they  meet ,  they  use  the  same seven-
quest ion  pat tern :

   What  are  we  thankfu l  for  th is  week?
   What  needs  are  we  aware  o f  that  the  group  might  be  ab le  to  he lp  meet?

They  then  read  a  passage  f rom the  B ib le  and  ask ,  “From th is  passage ,

   What  do  we learn  about  God?
   What  do  we learn  about  Jesus?
   What  do  we learn  about  ourse lves?
   As  a  resu l t  o f  what  we  s tud ied  today ,  what  i s  God  ask ing  me to  do?
   Who am I  go ing  to  ta lk  to  th is  week  and  share  someth ing  o f  what  the  Lord  has  spoken  to  me in  our  t ime together?

What  might  happen  in  our  min is t r ies  i f  we  were  as  pass ionate  in  prayer ,  as  bo ld  in  evange l i sm,  and  as  s imple  in  our
methodo logy?

Researchers  have  been  t rack ing  the  growth  o f  these  mul t ip ly ing  house  churches .  In  1995 ,  we  knew of  1219 house  churches  in
these  emerg ing  movements .  By  2022 ,  that  number  had  exp loded  to  near ly  seven  mi l l ion .  More  than  100 mi l l ion  peop le  have  come
to  Chr is t  and  are  growing  as  d isc ip les  in  these  churches ,  most ly  f rom Buddhis t ,  Mus l im,  and  Hindu  backgrounds .  Th is  i s  over  1%
of  the  wor ld ’ s  popu lat ion  and  these  numbers  cont inue  to  grow dramat ica l l y .  Most  o f  th is  growth  i s  in  South  and  Southeast  As ia .
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Pray Together

  Aurora,  CO -  Harvest Community Church
  Aurora,  CO -  New Life Community Church
  Aurora,  CO -  Iglesia El  Camino Church
  Black Hawk,  CO -  Rocky Mountain EFC
  Boulder ,  CO -  Calvary Bible EFC
  Boulder ,  CO -  Chinese EFC
  Broomfield ,  CO -  Calvary EFC
  Burl ington,  CO -  Evangel ical  Free Church of  Burl ington
  Canon City ,  CO -  Evangel ical  Free Church of  Canon City
  Casper ,  WY -  Cornerstone EFC
  Castle Rock,  CO -  Ridgel ine Community Church
  Cedaredge,  CO -  New Hope EFC
  Centennial ,  CO -  Bethany EFC
  Centennial ,  CO -  Fel lowship Community EFC
  Centennial ,  CO -  Vida Nueva Church
  Cheyenne,  WY -  Cheyenne EFC
  Colorado Springs,  CO -  Covenant Grace EFC    
  Colorado Springs,  CO -  Cross & Crown Church
  Colorado Springs,  CO -  Faith EFC
  Colorado Springs,  CO -  F irst  EFC
  Colorado Springs,  CO -  Magnify EFC
  Cortez ,  CO -  Grace Fel lowship EFC
  Crook,  CO -  United EFC
  Custer ,  SD -  Crossroads Church
  Denver ,  CO -  Ancient Paths Church
  Denver ,  CO -  Chinese EFC
  Denver ,  CO -  Pi lgr im Congregational  Church
  Divide,  CO -  L itt le Chapel  of  the Hi l ls
  Douglas ,  WY -  L ighthouse Church
  Eaton,  CO -  Evangel ical  Free Church of  Eaton

SEPTEMBER
1.
2 .
3 .
4 .
5 .
6.
7 .
8 .
9.

10.
11 .
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17 .
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

  Er ie ,  CO  -  Calvary Bible EFC
  Estes Park,  CO -  Rocky Mountain Church
  Evergreen,  CO -  Bergen Park Church
  F lorence,  CO -  The Pulse
  Fort  Col l ins ,  CO -  Chinese EFC
  Fort  Col l ins ,  CO -  Faith Church
  Gi l lette ,  WY -  L iv ing Rock Church
  Golden,  CO -  Whispering Pines EFC
  Grand Junction,  CO -  L iv ing Hope EFC
  Greeley ,  CO -  Christ  Community EFC
  Greeley ,  CO -  Mountain View EFC
  Hot Springs,  SD -  Southern Hi l ls  EFC
  Johnstown,  CO -  Cornerstone EFC
  Lander ,  WY -  Lander Free Church
  Laramie,  WY -  Snowy Range EFC
  L itt leton,  CO -  Red Rocks Fel lowship EFC
  L itt leton,  CO -  Southwest Community Church
  Longmont,  CO -  Grace EFC
  Louviers ,  CO -  Faith EFC
  Mead,  CO -  Abundant Life Church
  Milesvi l le ,  SD -  Hardingrove Community EFC
  Montrose,  CO -  Cedar Creek Church
  Monument,  CO -  Cathedral  Rock Church
  Newcastle ,  WY -  Gateway Fel lowship Church
  Okaton,  SD -  Okaton EFC
  Ouray,  CO -  Ouray Christ ian Fel lowship
  Pagosa Springs,  CO -  Grace in Pagosa
  Pal isade,  CO -  Central  Orchard Mesa Comm. EFC
  Phi l ip ,  SD -  Community EFC
  Peidmont ,  SD -  Hi l ls  View EFC

OCTOBER  
1.
2 .
3 .
4 .
5 .
6.
7 .
8 .
9.

10.
11 .
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17 .
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27 .
28.
29.
30.

LETS PRAY EARNESTLY FOR THE CHURCHES IN  OUR DISTRICT .   PLEASE  CL ICK HERE  FOR A  HELPFUL PRAYER GUIDE .  
  YOU MAY USE  THE  CALENDAR BELOW TO L IFT  UP EACH CHURCH ON ITS  DESIGNATED DAY .

https://www.prayerleader.com/resources/prayer-guides/prayers-for-your-church/


  Peyton,  CO -  Aspen Ridge Church
  Pueblo ,  CO -  Grace Life Church
  Pueblo West ,  CO -  The Peak EFC
  Rapid City ,  SD -  Parkview EFC
  Rapid City ,  SD -  Rimrock EFC
  Rye,  CO -  Table Mountain Church
  Seibert ,  CO -  Tr inity Hi l l  Church
  Steamboat Springs,  CO -  Steamboat Bible Church
  Thornton,  CO -  Calvary Bible Church
  Timnath,  CO -  Christ  The Rock Community Church
  Wall ,  SD -  Evangel ical  Free Bible Church
  Windsor ,  CO -  Evangel ical  Free Church of  Windsor
  Rocky Mountain Distr ict  (RMD) Superintendent

   NOVEMBER
1.
2.
3 .
4 .
5 .
6.
7 .
8 .
9.

10.
11 .
12.
13.

 14.   RMD Director of  Mult ipl ication & Leadership Development
 15.   RMD Staff
 16.   RMD Leadership Team (DLT)

DISTRICT  MINISTRY STAFF
Distr ic t  Super intendent :  Rev .  Barry Vegter

719-453-8369
bvegter@rockymountaindistr ic t .org

Treasurer :   Rex Smithgal l
970-217-3963

rex .smithgal l@bankofcolorado.com

Financia l  Secretary :  Sher i  Wi l l iams
970-312-6619

swi l l iams@rockymountaindistr ic t .org

Administrat ive Assis tant :   L isa Vegter
920-266-5317

admin@rockymountaindistr ic t .org

The  PULSE  i s  a  quarter ly  pub l icat ion  
o f  the  Rocky  Mounta in  D is t r ic t  

o f  the  Evange l ica l  F ree  Church  in  Amer ica  
sent  to  members  o f  EFCA churches  
wi th in  the  Rocky  Mounta in  D is t r ic t .
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Pray Together

DONATIONS
Tax deduct ib le  donat ions for  the Rocky Mountain

Distr ic t  
can be made out  to RMD

Send to :
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT -  EFCA

PO BOX 869
CEDAREDGE,  CO 81413

WEBSITE

www.rockymountaindistr ic t .org

SOCIAL  MEDIA
                         Rocky Mountain Distr ic t  EFCA

                         Rocky Mountain Distr ic t  EFCA

                         rockymountaindistr ic tefca

17.    RMD Director of  Mult ipl ication & Leadership Development
18.    RMD Finances
19.    RMD Church Planting Leadership Team
20.   RMD Student Ministr ies Consultant
21.    RMD Student Ministr ies Team
22.    RMD Board of  Ministerial  Standing Chairman
23.    RMD Board of  Ministerial  Standing (Credential ing Team)
24    RMD Healthy Church Networks (HCNs)
25.    Pray for  RMD Churches searching for  pastors
26.    EFCA Distr ict  Superintendents (17 total )
27 .    EFCA Chaplain Director and Endorser
28.    EFCA President and Vice President
29.    EFCA National  Board of  Ministerial  Standing
30.    EFCA Hispanic Ministr ies Director
31.    Pray for  those planning the Spring Conference

https://www.facebook.com/RockyMountainDistrictEFCA
https://www.youtube.com/@rockymountaindistrictefca7587
https://www.instagram.com/rockymountaindistrictefca/
https://www.rockymountaindistrict.org/
https://www.facebook.com/RockyMountainDistrictEFCA
https://www.youtube.com/@rockymountaindistrictefca7587
https://www.instagram.com/rockymountaindistrictefca/

